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Town of Crawford Police

OVERVIEW AND HISTORY

The Crawford Police Department is a full service police department that serves the
Town of Crawford in Orange County, New York.

In April of 1971 a resolution by the Town Board formed the Crawford Police
Department. The resolutions wi t ched the townbés | aw enforc
police department.

In 2013 the police budget was approximately 1.3 million dollars. At the end of 2013
there were 17 sworn police officers. (7 full time and 10 part time), 12 civilian support staff, 6
patrol vehicles, 2 All-terrain vehicles and 6 military surplus vehicles. Although the population
and growth of the Town has been substantial, the Police Department maintains contact with
citizens by promoting a community policing policy throughout the department.

MISSION STATEMENT

PRINCIP LE MISSION:

The mission of the Town of Crawford Police Department is to improve the quality of life
in the Town of Crawford by working in partnership with the community to preserve life, enforce
the law, maintain order, provide quality police services and to reduce the fear and incidence of
crime. Our most valuable asset in carrying out this mission is our employees and their
dedication to maintain our reputation as a quality law enforcement organization and to make
Crawford a safer community. Our core organizational values of Honor, Professionalism and
Dedication serve to guide our employees 1in
vision a realityo.
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Town of Crawford Police

Message from the Chief

June 1, 2014
Honorable Charles Carnes

Town Supervisor

Town of Crawford

121 State Route 302

Pine Bush, New York 12566

Dear Supervisor Carnes,

| am pleased to provide you and the Town Board, and by extension, the residents and
visitors of the Town of Crawford with a summary of the activity of the Town of Crawford Police
Department for 2013. As a Town and Police Department we are part of the evolution of our
community. While there is no denying that history can be viewed with many lenses, our hope is
that this report will shed some light on the growth and professional development of our
department.

Our mission to maintain the feeling of a safe and healthy environment for those
living, working and visiting our town is our primary responsibility. Our values of dedication,
respect, cooperation, professionalism and responsibility must be as visible as our patches and
badges on our uniforms.

In 2013 the Crawford Police Department worked with all segments of our community to
provide a safe environment for our residents, visitors, and those individuals that work in our
community. The Crawford Police Department is dedicated to making sure all police related
services are provided in an efficient, effective and professional manner.

The department answered 4,045 calls for service, made 221 arrests and issued 1,229
Uniformed Traffic Tickets during the year. In addition to responding to calls we conducted
numerous community policing activities including regular business checks through our door
slip program and policed numerous town events.

In law enforcement one thing is a certain, we do not live in a bubble and what goes on
around the country can effect or community. While acting locally we must be aware of the
criminal, violence and drug trends that effect our country. In 2013 we used that philosophy to
Aprepare for the challenges that may never
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Town of Crawford Police

by keeping officers current with effective training. With that philosophy in mind during 2013 we

put in the building blocks to improve many areas of training. The most notable training

improvement this year was that officers traveled to the Homeland Security Training Facility in

Oriskany to receive updated tactical and Active Shooter response training. We have

implemented a 40 hour in-service training program and we continue to collaborate with the
Police Chiefséd of Orange County Police Acad@my

The department continues to strive to make our roads safe. To do this the department
participatesin t he St op DWI and New York State Govrno
Enforcement programs. These programs have enabled us to receive funding to increase
visibility and provide directed enforcement patrols. In addition to enforcement the department
has teamed up with the Orange County Traffic Safety/Stop DWI program and Pine Bush High
School to provide the dNvet saf€éynctassdsanrmealbh clpsses @ r a an
the high school. Our motto is make good decisions, have a plan and put down your cell phone.

It is my pleasure to serve as the Police Chief and work with the Town Board, the
community and especially the dedicated men and women who make up the Department.

Thank you for letting me provide you with the following information contained in this
report.

Respectfully submitted,

Dominick L. Blasko

Chief of Police

www.townofcrawford.org
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Town of Crawford Police 2013

The Crawford Police Department is where you will find a team of dedicated public servants who care
about our Crawford community and strive to serve with compassion, honesty and respect.

Chief of Police

Dominick L. Blasko

Sergeants

Eric Meier | John Avery

Police Officers

John Spinato James Johnson John Levison Daniel Boyd
Paul Zavadil Michael McConnell John Samuels Edgar Rodriguez
Robert Farrell Scott Tunnard Timothy Lee Arika Arquilla
Randy Wynkoop Dan Menendez Steve Roman Robin Meier
DISPATCHERS AND STAFF
Diane Kaiser Erin Bien Kevin Bruyn
Ken Martin Megan Moniz Stacie Becker

Steve Morrow

Kelly Donohue

John Burrow

Karen Mas

Police Administrative Aide | Dog Control Officer

DarlenePanagulis

Crossing Guards

Barbara Delgrasso | Mary Esparra| Angelo Fucci

www.townofcrawford.org




Town of Crawford Police

The Town of Crawford Police Department

While the Town of Crawford Police Department is one organization the working parts
are broken up into four divisions:

Administrative Division

The Chief of Police is the Chief Executive Officer of the police department and as such
has full authority and responsibility for the management, direction, and control of the operation
and administration of the department; subject to the rules and regulations prescribed by the
Crawford Town Board and is subject to the supervision of the Town Board, to whom he is
directly responsible.

Patrol Division

The patrol division is comprised of Sergeants, full time and part time police officers.

Sergeants report directly to the Chief of Police and are responsible for the direct
supervision of uniformed officers and communication personnel assigned to them or coming
into their control. The Sergeants provide leadership, training and discipline to officers to ensure
that all assignments are conducted properly.

The police officers are responsible for the prevention of crime, enforcement of all laws
and ordinances, preservation of public peace, protection of life and property, arrest and
prosecution of law violators, and professional adherence to department orders and policies.

Communications Division

The communications division is made up of one full time dispatcher and six part time
dispatchers. The dispatchers receive all calls for emergency and non-emergency issues. After
receiving the necessary information they record it and inform the police officers so they can
respond. Additionally the communications is invaluable to the patrol staff for providing vital
information and resources.

While there are police officers on duty 24 hours a day, the communications section is usually
staffed Monday-Friday 7 AM to 10 PM and 8 AM i 10 PM on Saturday and Sunday. When
Crawford Dispatchers are not on duty, Orange County 911 handles the emergency calls

www.townofcrawford.org
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Civilian Division

The Civilian Division is comprised of the Police Administrative Aide, Dog Control Officer and
School Crossing Guards.

The Administrative Aide is responsible for a wide variety of items including billing,
records, Freedom of Information requests, and assisting dispatchers.

There is currently 1 Dog Control Officer and she is responsible the enforcement of all
laws and ordinances involving dogs both domestic and wild, as well as the containment and or
disposition of nuisance dogs as specified in the Town Code, Agriculture and Markets Law and
any other state law dealing with dog involved incidents.

There are three crossing guards and they are responsible for the safe passage of
children across the roadway at their assigned school crossing.

Town of Crawford Police Officers (Missing Officer Edgar Rodriquez)

www.townofcrawford.org
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Promotions

There were no promotions in the Town of Crawford Police Department in 2013

Retirements

Dispatcher Diane Kaiser

Head Dispatcher Diane Kaiser retired from the Town of Crawford Police Department on
December 30, 2013.

Dispatcher Kaiser was hired as a full time dispatcher with the Town of Crawford on June
20, 1988. In addition to working with the Crawford Police Department she also worked part
time for the Village of Walden and Town of Shawangunk.

Dispatcher Kaiser was assigned to the day shift for most of her career and always
greeted the residents with a smile and calm demeanor. She oversaw numerous changes in
police dispatching over the course of her career among them, the transition to the 911 system
and computer aided dispatch. In addition to her dispatching duties, Dispatcher Kaiser was
responsible for many of the clerical responsibilities of the department and training of new
dispatchers.

Di spatcher Kaiseros retirement marks thefend
During the work week for the past 50 years there has been one constant in local law
enforcement, Diane or her mother, Donna Quick, a long time Walden dispatcher, could be
heard telling officers where to go.

Although Dispatcher Kaiser will no longer be here on a day to day bases she will remain
part of our staff as a part time dispatcher.
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Resignations

Scott Tunnard

Police Officer Scott Tunnard resigned on August 26, 2013 to relocate to another state.

Officer Tunnard had previously served and retired from the New York City Police
Department and was appointed as a part time police officer with the Town of Crawford Police
Department on August 18, 2011. Officer Tunnard was assigned to patrol.

John Burrow Dispatcher
Stacie Becker Dispatcher

Appointments

Robin L. Smith-Meier

Officer Smith-Meier was appointed as a part-time police officer with the Town on July
18, 2013.

Officer Smith-Meier is a Pine Bush High School graduate and had previously served
with the Town as a full time police officer from December 6, 1988 till her retirement on May 31,
2011. As a full time police Officer Smith-Meier was honored numerous times for outstanding
police work including being named Police Officer of the Year. Upon retirement she worked for
Orange County Safe Homes as the law enforcement liaison.
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CASES OF INTEREST

ALERT NEIGHBOR FOILS THEFT

On January 20, 2013 an alert neighpgor
Electric on a bicycle with a basket full of items. The neighilagged down Officer
Michael McConnell who was on patrol and advised him of the larceny.

Officer McConnell and Officer Paul Zavadil located the subject on Lybolt Ro
and identified him as Christopher Ferrino 38 of Middletown. Ferrino was in posse{ion
of 27 vehicle starters and parts of vehicle alternator. Ferrino was arrested and charjged
with Petit Larceny.

Ferrinohad several outstanding charges and in a plea agreem&as|sentenced
to 1 year in Orange County Jail

SHOPLIFTING ARREST LEADS TO AD DITIONAL BURGLARY CHARGES

At approximately 4 PM on January 25, 2013 the Town of Crawford Police
Department responded to a call for a shoplifter at Rite Aid. Rite Aid staff had detai
Robert Figueroa, 33 of Pine Bush for stealing merchandise from the store. Crawfor
Police arrivecbn scene and arrested Figueroa for Petit Larceny.

Upon arrival at the statio®@fficers Arika Arquilla, Scott Tunnard and Edgar
Rodriguezreviewed a video of a burglary at a residence that occurred on January 7013
and recognized similarities betweEigueroa and the person captured on video. Offic
interviewed Figueroa and he admitted to breaking into the residence and stealing
and tools.

h

Figueroa was charged with Petit Larceny for stealing from Rite Aid, Burglary
the Third Degree and Petliarceny for the January"incident.Figueroa was convicted
by plea in Orange Countyourtandsentenced to 1 year in County Jail.

www.townofcrawford.org
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WALDEN PURSUIT ENDS IN CRAWFORD DRUG CHARGES

On March 17, 2013 at about 11:44 AM the Town of Crawford Police narged
by Orange County 911 that a vehicle was failing to stop for the Village of Walden Pglice
and was traveling westbound on State Route 52.

Police Officer Paul Zavadil was on patrol in the area and while waiting for th
vehicle description observedrahicle traveling at a high rate of speed and passing in
no passing zone. The description was relayed and confirmed the vehicle was the v@icle
he observed a gray Volkswagen.

The vehicle initially was lost but as he continued patrol Officer Zavachitéml the
vehicle at Stewartods on Boniface Dri
taken into custody and during the arrest it was discovered that he was in possessidQ of
marijuana and codeine pills.

Blakely was charged with Criminal Possessid a Controlled Substance in thé
degree, Unlawful Possession of Marihuana, and numeroudesehid traffic violations.
The case is still pending in Town Caourt

Man cut brother with fork,  hid in attic of Crawford home

On March 29, 2013 at 2:47 ANDfficers Daniel Boyd and Randy Wynkoop
responded to a domestic disturbance on Finneran lane that involved a possible stg@bing.

Officer interviewed the 22 year old victiand were told thdtehad an argument
with his brothefWayne Fields, @. During the egument Waynéried to stalithe victim
with a fork, cuttingg h e v arm and hadd/aynealso threw several items e
victim including a hammer, which broke a window, and fled the hpnoz to the
of ficerds arrival

Officer John Spinato, Paul Zavadil and Daniel Menendez returned to the resi@@nce
at 10:45 a.m. and fountayne Fields hidingn the atticunder insulation, behind the
chimney. Fields was charged with Assault in the Second Degree, Criminal Mischieglin
the Fourth Degree, Menacing in the Third Degree and Criminal Possession of a W@apon
in the Fourth Degree.

Fields had several outstanding charges in the Town of Crawford and Wallkill gihd
in a plea agreement he was sentenced to 1 year in Orange County Jail.
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Town of Crawford Police
Bike Peddling Burglar Caught

On April 6, 2013 at about 08:00 AM an alert neighbor noticed a male subject
a barn on State Route 17K and exit with items. The caller described the subject as
male who left the area on a bicycle.

Officers respondetb the scene and based on the description expanded their
response to include the Little Collabar Road area. While patrolling that area, Polic
Officer John Levison located a male subject fitting the description.

Christopher J Ferrino 39 of Middletown wagsitively identified and was found
in possession of wire stolen from the barn.

Ferring who was arrested in January on similar changas,charged with
Burglary in the Third Degree, Petit Larceny and Possession of Burglar Teeisno
had several datanding charges and in a plea agreement he was sentenced to 1 ye
Orange County Jail.

Traffic Stop leads to Drug Arrest

On April 7, 2013 at about 11:23 PM Police Officer Paul Zavadil was on patrol
when he stopped a 1998 Ford Expedition for failing to stop at a stop sign at the
intersection of Finneran and North Street.

Officer Zavadil detected an odor of marihuana. Upgather investigation Officer
Zavadil discovered marijuana, Heroin and numerous pills.

Zachary A Gonzales 22 of Middletown was arrested and charged with Crimin
Possession of a Controlled SubstariteUhlawful Possession of Marihuana and vehi
and trdfic violations. He was arraigned in Tov@ourt and was remanded to Orange
County Jail on $500 baiGGonzales returned to Town Court and the charges were
reduced to Disorderly Conduct and he paf&P@5fine and surcharge

T
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Serious Accident on Statd&Route 302 1 Critical 1 Arrested

On May 6, 2013 at about 2:38 PBlergeant John Avery, Officer John Spinato
Arika Arquilla responded to a 2 car motor vehicle accident on State Route 302 and
Roberson Avenue.

A 2008 Honda Odyssey operated by Barbara&8pP of Thompson Ridge was
traveling Northbound on State Route 302 when it slowed in traffic to make a left ha
turn when it was struck in the rear by a 2004 Dodge Stratus operated by Robert Md@ce 46
of Pine BushThe Odyssey was occupied by Rojas, amal ¢hildren age 3 and 10. The
occupants received minor injuries and were treated and released. A female passe
the Stratus, Kathleen Morgdtasquale 43 of Pine Bush, was unresponsive. She wa
airlifted to St. Francis Hospital and remains in CritiCahdition.

Officer Spinato working with th&tate Police Collision Reconstruction Uartd
theOr ange County Di s tchanged@an uAinjuredlancewih 6 s Of i
Vehicular Assault in the First Degree, Driving While Intoxicated, Aggravated Unlidejise
Operation in the First Degree, various vehicle and traffic Offenses and Criminal
Contempt in the Second DegrééorganPasquale has permanent injuries from the
accident and is still in hospitdVlancepleadguilty to Aggravated Vehicular Assault in
Orang County Court and was sentenced to 4 to 12 years in State Prison.

Motorcycle Accident sends one to Westchester Medical

On May 16, 2013 at about 7:37 PBEkrgeant John Averfficers
John Spinato and Paul Zavadisponded to a motorcycle accident on Winding Hills
Road.

A 2002 Harley Davidson operated by Kyle B Conklin 29 of Montgomery was
traveling on Winding Hills Road when he failed to negotiate a turn, laid the bike do
and struck an earth embankme@onkiin suffered facial injuries, contusions, abrasio
and possible head trauma. He was flown to Westchester Medical Centateand
releasedConklin was charged with Driving While Intoxicatedonklin plead guilty to
Driving with Ability Impaired and wasified $560.
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Town of Crawford Police
Stun Gun Causes Pine Bush High School Lockdown Results

On May 31, 2013 at about 11:10 AKZhief Dominick Blasko and Officer James
Johnson were at the Pine Bush High School when it was reported that therstudsnt
with a weapon in the building.

Reports were that a student displayed and activated a stun gun in the gym lo
room. A quick sweep of the building was condua@edasmoreinformation was
received the building was placed on lockdowdditional members of the Town of
Crawford Police Department with the assistance of school security searched the b
and located the weapon.

The lockdown lasted 22 minutes and after it was cleared 2 students reported
stunned by the stun gun. One stuil@ 14 year old male was seen by the nurse and
turned over to his parent. A second student, a 14 year old male, experienced pain
of feeling in his arm and was transported to the Orange Regional Medical Center.

2 15 year old males and 2 17 year old males were arrested and charged with
Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the Fourth Degmesddition to school discipline
the 15 year olds appeared in Orange County Family Court and the 17 year old app
in Town d Crawford Court.
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Woman arrested for Reckless Endangerment and Endangerment of Child

On June 20 at about 11:20 AM Crawford patrols were alerted to a female su
that was walking in and out of traffic pushing a baby stroller in the area of State Rojle 52
and Boniface Drive. Officer Daniel Menendez and Arika Arquilla located the subjec
the area of Depot Street Extension. The subject appeared to be sleeping standing @ with
the stroller in the area of the roadway. Officers intervened and identified the subjecjhs
Samantha Sullivan 24 of Pine Bush. Upon interview Sullivan appearedrigpbeed
and was unable to remain awake during interview. The 1 year old child was hot to

touch and not responsive. She was treated by Pine Bush Ambulance and releasedj her
father. Sullivan was charged with Reckless Endangerment and Endangering|fiue
of a Child. Sheppearedn Town Court ancher case was conditionally discharged
Prescription Forgery leads to Arrest
On June 5, Hannafordds Phar macy ec

to be forged. Officer Paul Zavadil respeddand interviewed the pharmacist. The
pharmacist stated that after receiving the prescription she contacted the doctor an
stated that he did not issue the prescription. Officer Zavadil interviewed the suspe

Degree and Criminal Possession of a Forged Instrument in the Second [Rhgee.
appeared in Town Court and her case was conditionally discharged

www.townofcrawford.org
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Crash Results in DWI arrest for 46 Year Old Man

On June2 at10:50 MM, Officers Paul Zavadil and John Spinaégponded to a
report ofcar into a telephone pole on Crawford Street. The vehicle a 1998 Honda
left the roadway, struck a telephone pole and rolled over. Despite warnings from
and fire pesonnel on the scene the operator exited his vehicle in the area of down
electrical wires. He was quickly removed from the danger area and officers detect
strong odor of alcoholic beverage emitting from his breath. He was identified as J
A Boniface 46 of Pine Bush and was given Standardized Field Sobriety Test in wh
failed. He was transported to Orange Regional Medical Center for injuries suffere
accident. He was charged with Driving While Intoxicat€dse is still pending in Town
Court.

June Larceny Leads to July Arrest

On June 11 a larceny of air conditioner condensers valued at $19,575 was r
to the department. The case was turned over Police Officer John Spinato who wo
with the victim developed information thasrdted in a suspect. Officer Spinato locat
the suspect and during the course of an interview the suspect confessed to the lar
Patrick Fields 21, of Pine Bush was arrested on July 30 and charged with Grand L
in the Fourth Degree and Criminal 8¢hief in the Second Degrdaeldswas indicted
by an Orange County Grand Jury. Fields failed to appeanamcurrently wanted on
an arestwarrant

Dognapping leads to Arrest

On July 31 a resident reported his beagle dog was missing from Drexel Driv
Police Officer Michal McConnell took the initial report and the dog owner was cont
by a Donna Spano 44 of the Town of Shawangunk. Spano stated that she had the
because of fleas she was taking it to the Pine Bush Animal Hospital for treatment.

The dog owner agreed to this and requested that his dog be returned afterw
he would reimburse any expenses. Spano refused to return the dog and stated thafihe do
ran avay. Spano requested reimbursement and further compensation for the dog.
police investigation by Sergeant Eric Meier and Officer Paul Zavadil revealed that t
were no veterinarian bills and Spano continued to fail to return the dog. On Augus
2013 Spano was arrested and charged with Grand Larceny in the Fourth Degree a
Criminal Possession of Stolen Property in the Fourth De§tesappeared in Town
Court and her case was conditionally discharggte dog and owner have been reunit
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Emotionally Disturbed Male brings Heavily Armed Police Response

On August 6, members of the Town of Crawford Police responded to a residghce
in town to check on the welfare of a resident. As Sergeant John Avery and Officer
Daniel Menendez approached the door, information was developed that the indivigeal
was armed anbde was not going to go peacefully.

Officers quickly secured the perimeterd additional members of the departme
responded. file Orange County Special Operations Group was contacted for a neg@@ator
and tactical team.

Calls into the residents went urgveredand afour hour standofénsued. A
relative made contact and at theiging he exited the residencalVhen exiting the
residence theubjectwas armed and wavedhandgurat officers He immediately
encountered a heavily armed tactical team and was geral commands drop his
weapon. Faced with overwhelming odds, not in his fawer subject chose to surrend
peacefully.

The subject was transported to Orange Regional MedmateCfor a mental
health evaluation.
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Weather Issues

Once again this year a major weather issue hit the Town of Crawford and affected our
community.

HEAVY RAINS CAUSE FLOODING

On June&30 an unexpected heavy rainfall struck the area causing flash floodin
which resulted in evacuations and road closures. ThechafiPine Bush area was the
hardest hit with several roads closed including Main Street.

The heavy rain fall which was estimated to be 3 2 inches by Water and Sew
Superintendent Tom McKelvey also caused the evacuation of Schulyer Crossing J@nior
Centerand cancel ation of.the Towndés sum r

The Police Department was assisted by Deputy Town Supervisor Dan Flanici@ and
the Pine Bush Fire and Ambulance Corp.

The seniors that were evacuated from their residence at Schulyer Crossing wWaire
temporarily loused at the Pine Bush Fire House where the Ladies Auxiliary treatedgihem
to a variety of food and snacks as they waited.

Schuyler Crossing Rear Parking Lot Town Park

LT
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Selective Traffic Enforcement Program

In response to the high number of motor vehicle accidents on State Route 302, the
Town of Crawford Police Department in 2009 applied for and received funding from the
Governor 0s TComnfittta tcinci®asd tieeteryforcement of the Vehicle and Traffic
Law in the State Route 302 corridor. In 2011 the entire township was included in the grant
request. The 2013 GTSC awarded the department $2,300 in funding. The funding was utilized
to fund over 57 hours of selective traffic enforcement.

Child Passengesafety Program

The Town of Crawford Police Department participates in the Child Passenger Safety
Program. The CPS program is funded by the
Committee. Some members of the department are trained in the proper installation and
inspection of child safety seats. They attended a training program that covered the many
aspects of child restraint and safety devices. Upon completion of the training, the certified
officers provide all residents with the opportunity to have their child safety seat inspected,
installed, adjusted and if necessary, replaced. The program also provides child safety seats for
those who cannot afford to purchase them in a store.

Anyone interested in this program may contact the police department at (845)744-3300
to set up an appointment.

STOP DWI

The Town of Crawford Police Department also participates in the Orange County STOP
DWI program. On several occasions throughout the year a Stop i DWI enforcement period is
scheduled and the county provides funding to increase patrols to combat the devastating
effects of drunk drivers. In 2013 the department received approximately $7,000 in funding
which resulted in over 150 hours of patrol dedicated to DWI enforcement.

8T
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TO RESIST DRUGS

AND VIOLENCE.

DRUG ABUSE RESISTANCE EDUCATION

May 31, 2013, marked the final graduation of the Town of Crawford Police D.A.R.E.
program. The Town of Crawford Police Department has been providing the Drug Abuse
Resistance Education program to the 5" Grade Students at the Pine Bush and Edward J.
Russell Elementary Schools since 1994. While D.A.R.E. has changed curriculum and
instructors the core message of good decision making and resisting drugs and violence has
remained consistent.

In 2013, Chief Dominick Blasko and Officer James Johnson presented the program in 9
classrooms and impacted 270 students. The graduation was attended by numerous parents
and public officials and presentations were made by Officer Johnson, Chief Blasko and Pine
Bush Superintendent Joan Carbone.

The D.A.R.E. program was a long time success for the department because of the
support from many local businesses and a collaborative effort between the department and the
schools.

61
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Leadership and Law Academy

The Leadershiand Law Academy is a collaborative effort by the high school, Town of
Crawford Police and the Army. Each sumnf@rthe past 1years during the month of July, upwards
of 150 students attend the Leadership and Law Academy to develop leadership skifisifdhtheir
Government and Economics requirements. The students are taught military bearing and receive
classroom instruction from various experts on law and leadership.

In 208, 138students successfully completed the progneby excelling in thelassroom andhe
field. To date 1300students graduated from the academy.

2013 Leade rship and Law students.

Students March in to graduation Principal Aaron Hopmayer and
Dr. William Bassett
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